
Officers’ status update on the issues raised in the submissions via 

have your say 

1. Increase in rates – 4 survey submissions 
Response 

The ambitious agenda delivered by this Budget will be funded by a rate increase of 1.75%, 

which is in line with the Victorian Government’s rate cap. The decision to increase rates is 

never taken lightly. This rate increase is essential for Council’s continued investment in 

community infrastructure and to provide services for our community. Operating surpluses 

provide the cash required to invest in the replacement of infrastructure and ensure that 

Council assets are meeting their service needs. Council’s cash reserves of $100 million will 

be drawn down over the coming years to support the ambitious capital program which will 

deliver significant new assets including the new Warm Water Pool and the replacement of 

sporting and lifesaving club pavilions, our early years infrastructure, and the ongoing 

transformation of Elsternwick Park.  

Council is also committed to investing in a sustainable future and has committed funding to 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions by planting more trees, implementing its waste strategy, 

and working with the community to reduce their emissions.  

CPI has increased significantly in the last 12 months well above the rate cap which will 

negatively impact on Council’s service and construction costs. This will require Council to 

carefully manage a very tight budget in the current climate. 

2. Community Nursery 150ml wholesale price - special display pot 
On page 86 of the Proposed Annual Budget 2022 2023 ( Fees and Charges) for the 

Community Nursery, the 150ml special display pots proposed price is listed as $12.95 retail. 

There has not been to date a wholesale price set for these pots, but as wholesale customers 

are buying them and they have to be sold at the price of an ordinary 150 ml pot, $7.25, could 

there be a realistic wholesale price set for them too please? 

Response 

Council Officers agree it is appropriate to revise the wholesale price of special display pots 

and recommend setting the price at $10.50 per pot. The Budget document will be amended 

accordingly. 

3. DAMP recommendation to review registration fees in year 2 to be 

brought forward to year 1 and revenue adjusted accordingly 
The Annual DAMP recommends reviewing Registration fees in Y2 of the plan, however 

given this budget is a proposed budget, please amend the income stream for Dog 

Registration fees in the FY22-23 budget so that the DAMP recommendation can be 

implemented in Y1 of the plan. 

Response 

A review of registration fees in year 2 of the DAMP will be combined with a review of the 

current desexing rebate program to help increase early puppy and kitten registrations.  This 

will ensure budget timing and implications can be fully considered. 



4. Upgrading Landcox Park lights 
Upgrading the Landcox Park lights is an absolutely critical activity that directly relates to the 

safety of the local community and visitors to the park. The lights regularly don't work and 

require intervention from contractors to 'switch' them back on. Whenever it rains you can 

almost guarantee they won't work, however they have regularly not worked when there has 

been no rain at all. Having the park in complete darkness presents a significant safety risk, 

particularly when there is an unfenced lake involved. With attacks and muggings occurring in 

nearby parks, and drownings of adults and children alike in park lakes around the State 

(thankfully not often), it is fundamentally important that the council reduces the risk of these 

incidents occurring in Landcox Park by upgrading the lighting and prioritising the funding and 

works in 2022/23. 

Response 

Council’s 2022/23 Budget includes $518,000 to upgrade park lighting at Landcox Park. 

5. Propose replacing all motorised gardening equipment with electric  
Propose replacing all motorised gardening equipment (typically 2 stroke or 4 stroke internal 

combustion) with electric equivalents (battery powered). Set a time frame to replace all 

equipment.  Require contractors to move to electric (no more internal combustion engines 

for gardening) 

Response 

Council’s current contract with open space service provider, Citywide, does not require the 

replacement of fuel motor equipment with electric battery equipment. Any change would be 

at a significant cost to Council not currently included in the 2022/23 Budget. Council will 

however advocate to Citywide concerning the issue. 

6. Propose replacing council vehicular fleet with electric motor 

vehicles. 
Response 

Council is in the third year of its Electric Vehicle Fleet Strategy which has resulted in the 

changeover of nine of its Fleet vehicles to electric so far with another two vehicles due in 

2022/23. Council has also installed three Fleet charging stations and a public fast charger at 

the Corporate Centre to date. 

7. Increase in waste collection fees despite reducing the general 

waste by 50% 
In relation to the general waste collection. We reduced our bin size to the smaller bin a year 

ago which was still going to be collected weekly. Now we have the smaller bin which is now 

going to be collected fortnightly? that’s a further reduction in general waste collection of 

50%? Why the should there be an increase in collection fees.  Surely the council is receiving 

some reimbursement from the recycling bins, and the garden/food collection bins which are 

turned in compost? 

Response 

The waste management charge is a direct charge to residents for all waste management 

services and activities and is levied on a cost recovery basis. 



There are a number of factors outside of Council’s control that have led to the increase in the 

waste management charge.  One key factor is the increase to the State Government’s 

landfill levy from $105.90 per tonne to $125.90 per tonne of waste sent to landfill.  

Council does not receive a rebate/reimbursement for the recycling and food and green waste 

sent to the contracted processors, but in fact pays a fee for this service. This fee has also 

increased, further impacting upon the waste charge.  

It is worth noting that while the general waste collections will change to a fortnightly, the food 

and green waste will increase to a weekly collection, meaning most properties will have the 

same number of bins collected each week following the change.  

8. Sand/gravel walking paths along the cliffs of the foreshore 
One of the greatest assets that Bayside has is the sand/gravel walking path above the cliff 

tops along the foreshore. During Covid literally thousands of people have used the path and 

even though lockdowns are over it is still in heavy use. The path needs attention with tree 

roots sticking up and many minor landslides. Rather than millions spent of new facilities I’d 

like to some of the budget allocated to the path that is a huge but neglected asset. 

Response 

Foreshore gravel and sand paths are informal in nature and tree roots from adjacent trees 

play an important role in providing stability to areas prone to erosion. The vast majority of 

walkers and joggers understand that these tracks are informal, and care must be taken on 

an inconsistent path surface. 

9. Lack of sporting pavilions in the budget 
There does not appear to be any sporting pavilions in the budget.  Has the pavilion renewal 

strategy been put on hold.  Sport plays a crucial role in contributing to our overall health, 

well-being and resilience.  This is of particular importance following 2 years of lockdown.  

The renewal strategy was developed to provide female friendly change facilities.  What are 

the plans to reactivate this strategy so our females do not have to accept 2nd best? 

Response 

Council’s 2022/23 Budget includes funding of $4.973 million to the renewal of four Bayside 

sporting pavilions, including: 

• Donald MacDonald Reserve - $37,347 (complete ancillary construction works) 

• Sillitoe Reserve Pavilion - $2,127,867 (complete construction) 

• Dendy Park Athletic pavilion - $320,574 (complete design and commence 

construction) 

• Boss James Pavilion - $2,487,666 (complete design and construction) 

10. Highett Grassy Woodland  - written submission from the from 

Friends of the Highett Grassy Woodland 
As you know, we will soon see the long-awaited transfer of the Highett Grassy Woodland to 
Bayside Council.  This follows over 20 years of near-intolerable delays since we, started our 
campaign, joined by the Council, that successfully led, in 2013, to the Federal Government 
deciding that three hectares of the Highett CSIRO site would be dedicated to conserving the 
Woodland, with one hectare to be provided as a general Public Open Space.   
 



In the next financial year Council will have control of the site with Citywide and, possibly, 
Friends able to start to care for and restore the significant and threatened vegetation.  
The draft Action Plan for 2022/23 includes, in 3.1.1, ‘Commence development of the Highett 
Grassy Woodland Masterplan’.  
 
We consider that the action would be better included under 1.2 because the aim is to protect 
biodiversity. More importantly, the Action should have added to it “and conservation of the 
vegetation”.    
 
For several years no one has been able to care for the vegetation that includes locally rare 
plants, with an abundance of weeds threating them. Similarly, the wonderful appearance of 
native plants, such as Running Postman, that on new sandy areas, has similarly gone 
untended. 
 
In the proposed Budget one of the two relevant items is covered under Major Initiatives (p28) 
“Commence development of the Highett Grassy Woodland Masterplan (CSIRO site) 
$114,000”.   In the Capital Works program, p66, this is joined by “Site Investigation & 
Fencing 126,000”. 
 
We support both these items (that have appeared in previous budgets) although there have 
not been increased in response to inflation and they could, again, be included under a more 
appropriate heading. 
 
More importantly, there is no allocation to support the essential, skilled work of caring for and 
restoring the Grassy Woodland, especially in the first few crucial years. 
 
Our estimate in the past was that this would require about $250,000 for staff and support 
services, disregarding the extra work for the Community Nursery functions in future years. 
Council staff suggested a lower, but not dissimilar figure.  
 
In the 9 months or so in 2022/23 when the site is owned by Council ownership, our estimate 
would require $180,000 that is not covered by the current open space/bushland contract. 
Some years ago we were promised by senior managers that the necessary work would be 
done.   
Councillors might wish to assure themselves that sufficient funds would be available this 
financial year to ensure all the plant identification, weeding, mapping, and other work will be 
done to conserve this urban wonderland, or to secure the funding by including an extra 
amount in the budget. 
 
Response 

Council’s 2022/23 Budget includes significant funding for the Highett Grassy Woodland, 

including: 

$126,000 – Site Investigation and Fencing 

$114,000 – Highett Grassy Woodland Masterplan 

While the site may be handed over to Council during the 2022/23 financial year, Council 

believes reasonable funding has already been allocated to cover first year expenses for the 

site. If necessary, Council will consider the allocation of additional funds during the mid-year 

Budget review process. 

It is acknowledged that annual funding will be required to cover costs associated with the 

ongoing maintenance of the site. Council will consider this funding as part of preparation of 

the 2023/24 Budget.  


